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Designan Online Learning Experience
That Leads Students to Success

STRATEGIES TO IMPLEMENT COLLABORATIVE LEARNING
IN ONLINE COURSES

As today'’s students increasingly seek the flexibility of online courses, there is an opportunity to
create engaging and rigorous online learning environments that lead to quality credentials and
employment. Collaboration among students is possible in online environments and can lead to
several positive outcomes for students, including stronger communication and leadership skills,
improved student self-efficacy, and increased preparedness for social and workplace interactions.
Collaborative online learning also provides instructors a deeper look into students’ thinking and
capabilities to do and learn more without instructor intervention.

This brief shares strategies for college professionals to design and implement active online
teaching and learning environments to support all students to learn
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http://www.carnegiemathpathways.org/
https://www.carnegiemathpathways.org/tips-belonging-online-math-courses/
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Set roles, and rotate them each session.Group roles can support more equitable participation and
scaffold capacity to collaborate. Roles can include leader, recorder, facilitator, progress monitor, etc

Implement reflection periods. Offer students opportunities to reflect on what is working, challenges and
how they can be good collaborators. Incorporate ongoing reflection through group and individual questions
after collaboration sessions, especially at the start of the term, to improve the quality of collaboration.
Student reflections also provide instructors with feedback as to how things are going and how to potentially
shift, improve and intervene as needed

Build social rapport among group members: Instructors should incorporate activities for students to get
to know each other, build bonds and promote a group identity

Incorporate group accountability structures.  Accountability supports productive collaboration. Some
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